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Statistics for April 2016

Circulation
Attendance
New Materials
Site Visits
Borrowers on Roll
Employment Searches
Internet Users
Genealogy Users
E-Books

7,803
10,198
159
220,452
9,062
3,190
2,341
692
735

Quote of the Month
If you resist reading what you disagree
with, how will you ever acquire deeper insights
into what you believe? The things most worth
reading are precisely those that challenge our
convictions.
--Author Unknown

Dale County Genealogical/ Historical Society

The Society will meet Monday, June 6nd in the Alice
Doughtie Wing of the Library at 6:00. Please join us.

LIBRARY HOURS
Tuesday through Thursday
10:00 a.m.— 7:00 p.m.
Friday and Saturday
10:00 a.m.— 5:00 p.m.
Closed on Sunday & Monday
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FROM THE DIRECTOR
June 1st is the first day of hurricane Season. While
the weather service is predicting a less active season for us
on the Gulf Coast, they are saying it will be above average
for the Atlantic Coast area. While predictions are just
that—predictions, we need to be prepared and get ready.
Enclosed in this Newsletter is a Hurricane Safety Checklist.
Keep it handy and refer to it if necessary. Our Library has a
Disaster and Emergency Plan with instructions for
Preparing for a hurricane, tornado, fire, or other emergency
that might cause damage to our staff or patrons. We even
have a NOAA weather radio that warns us of impending
severe weather. We all can remember Hurricane Ivan in
2004 and Hurricane Katrina in 2005 and the amount of
damage they inflicted. It’s always better to be prepared.
Recently, we started new classes for adults. Each
Friday at 2:00 we offer a class on how to use your digital
device whether it is your Smart Phone, IPad, or Tablet. If
you need assistance, give us a call to confirm your place in
our next class.
Due to popular demand, we are also offering “Color
Therapy” for our adults who just need to unwind and relax.
Classes will be held the first and third Wednesdays of each
month at 4:00. All supplies are furnished.
We are also offering Teen Awareness Night on the first
second and third Wednesday during the month of June. The
first program will start on June 1st at 6:00. Athena Metcalf
will discuss the Juvenile Court System. Then on June 8, at
5:00 Dr. Covin will speak on Bipolar Disorder, ADD, and
ADHD. Finally, on June 15th at 5:00 we will discuss
Sexually Transmitted Diseases. These programs are part of
a grant we received to make people aware of children/
Youth at risk. We also have many books and teaching
DVDs that teachers and parents can view on a wide variety
of topics that might be of interest to their teens. Stop by the
Library to check out these great resources or check our
online catalog.

“Sweet ol’ Summertime” in Dale County
By Jocelyn Ross-Rayford

In Dale County “sweet ol’ summertime” is a tradition of
being outside in the afternoon and evenings. People used to
garden, cook and eat in the backyard with the family, or take
their loved ones picnicking or fishing. Many single persons
and families enjoyed leaving the house to go downtown to the
movies, while others went bicycling, riding their scooter,
skating, or walking the streets and roads to see, meet, and greet
friends. While they were walking, most would stop and talk
with residents sitting on front porches.
This was a time before the car, the Drive-in, the television,
and now, the cell-phone that have invaded our lives. In the
summertime people in Dale County enjoyed the sky, the trees,
and for porch-sitters, the neighborhood. Seldom was there
anything these summertime porch-sitters did not know about

“Sweet ol’ Summertime” in Dale County (Continued)
their neighborhood. In fact, they were often consulted by the
caring and conscientious parents bringing their children back
from afternoon/evening baseball games in Ozark, Skipperville,
Daleville, Newton, and other baseball-loving communities of
our county. At the same time, other conscientious parents were
bringing their children home from the Scouts, 4-H Clubs, and
Key Club meetings. These clubs provided their children with
body and skill-building activities during the summertime such as
swimming, forestry and animal care, as well as debating
matches.
The churches of Dale County provided Vacation Bible
School (VBS) opportunities for their children. These
several-week programs provide a rich and excellent variety of
activities. Additionally, they are “a gift for mothers” on
summer mornings. For those readers who have been fortunate
enough to have been enrolled in a VBS, they probably
remember having structure, joy, Kool-Aid with cookies
and Oreos, and a Biblical education. Also, they probably
remember it as an important part of their “good ol’
summertime”. Usually, enrollment in VBS was free to the
child’s parent. VBS expenses are paid by church congregations
and staffed by excellent volunteers. VBS is a basic
summertime activity for children of all races in the South. In
fact, many outstanding African-American persons come from
summertime VBS programs, such as that of St. Mark African
American Methodist Episcopal Church of Ozark, often run by
professional teachers. VBS is not just a tradition of Dale
County, but a tradition of all races and communities in the entire
“Southern Bible Belt”. For most children it is the highlight of
their summer! Often, teens participate as volunteers in VBS
programs. It is this experience that provides church youth with
the confidence and skills that enable them to accept positions of
leadership in school, sports, and their community after “they
settle down and have a family”.
Libraries are another rich source of summertime
experiences for young and old, and for making special
memories. It is a time to explore books that teachers had not, or
would not assign. The excitement and pleasure of
exploration never to be forgotten, until you became a parent of a
teenager and that memory of your teenage explorations (while
“volunteering” to read books to 3-4 year olds) ---comes back to
you.
Then we remember the summer when we were very little,
when we were brought to the library by that special person of
the past, that person who took us to see the puppets, or magician, or the pretty librarian who read the fairy tales that you
loved. For those whose parents couldn’t afford Walt Disney
movies, those books read by the pretty librarian, during the
summertime, was an extra-special treat! It cr eated memor ies
associated with that special person that you know loved you.
For a “good “ol' summertime,” and for new and
special treats to come-------come to this library.
*Read our Children’s Programs Brochures about all that is
happening in the Children’s Section of this library.
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NEW MATERIALS
BEST SELLER--FICTION
Blood Orange by Susan Wittig Albert
Family Jewels by Stuart Woods
Maestro: Homecoming Book II by R.A. Salvatore
Miss Julia Inherits a Mess by Ann B. Ross
The Beast by J.R. Ward
The Obsession by Nora Roberts
NONFICTION
Authentic Mexican (641.5 BAY)
Battles of the Bible (221.95 HER)
Chinese Brush Painting (751.42 DWI)
Choosing Success in Community College and Beyond
(378.19 ATK)
Desserts and Sweet Snacks (641.86 LA
Encyclopedia & Dictionary of Medicine, Nursing, &
Allied Health (610 MIL)
Eric Kayser’s Sweet and Savory Tarts (641.86 KAY)
Escape From Camp 14 (365.45 HAR)
Gluten-Free Bible (613.26 LOW)
Green Mangoes and Lemon Grass (641.59 HUT)
Healing Words (291.4 DOS)
Heartbreak of Aaron Burr (973.46 BRA)
Indulge: 100 Perfect Desserts (641.86 CLA)
Iron John: A Book about Men (305.31 BLY)
Joe and Marilyn: Legends in Love (791.43 HEY)
John Wesley Hardin: Dark Angel of Texas (364.15
MET)
Key of Solomon the King (133.43 MAT)
Lady Almina and the Real Downton Abbey (942.27
CAR)
Mary Ann Shadd Cary (305.48 RHO)
BEST SELLER—LARGE PRINT
A Fool and His Monet by Sandra Orchard
An Unbroken Heart by Kathleen Fuller
Dressed for Death by Julianna Deering
Off the Grid by C.J. Box
Savannah Blues by Mary Kay Andrews
Stones in the Road by E.B. Moore
The Bette Davis Club by Jane Lotter
The Goodbye Bride by Denise Hunter
The Mistletoe Inn by Richard Paul Evans
The Passenger by Lisa Lutz
The Rain Sparrow by Linda Goodnight
The Secret to Hummingbird Cake by Celeste Fletcher
McHale
Thief of Glory by Sigmund Brouwer
Your Heart’s Desire by Melody Carlson
FICTION
The Revealing by Suzanne Woods Fisher

MEMORIAL/HONORARIUM GIFTS
In Memory of
Mary Stewart
Wiregrass United Way
Friends of the Library
Ozark Literary Club
Sue Switzer
Carolyn Sellers
Gilbert
Juan & Gloria
Fernandez
Jean Newman
Carolyn Sellers Gilbert
Berta Blackwell
Brad Hudson

Donor
Kathy West

Donors

Jack Cumbie
Lesia Grice
Betty Brown
Marlo Bixby
Donald Donahoo
Bette Byrd
Sara Carroll
Patricia Coffy
Janet Mathison
Marlo Bixby
Mary Ann Wallace
Chuck Auman

Donations for Building Improvement Fund
Imogene Mixson

Read Off Your Fines
Read Off Your Fines is a program for any patron
who wishes to remove his/her Library fines without
paying for them. Just read in the Library!
Call 774-5480 for more information.

Memorials
The Ozark-Dale County Public Library gratefully accepts
donations for memorials. You may bring in your book or
you may give us a suggested subject and we’ll make the
selection. Your donation is tax deductible and a tax letter
is mailed to each donor, along with a memorial card to the
families of the designated person. Bookplates are placed in
all books to commemorate your gift.

Do Not Call List
Are you tired of those annoying
telemarketing calls? You can do something
about it by going to http://www.donotcall.gov
and registering your phone number.

From the Friends of the Library
by Chris Wisham
The Friends of the Library (FOL) is a group of Dale County citizens acting as a service organization to give back
to our Library. One common strand that I hear when I am around my fellow FOL members is how reading and
libraries have been a joy in their lives. Reading a book has branched from a paper product held in our hands to a
multitude of electronic formats. Reading is so much easier and more readily available than it ever was in my
formative years. It is for reasons like this that we joined the FOL as our way of giving back to our city of Ozark and
to Dale County.
The Ozark-Dale County Public Library (ODCPL) has volunteers and within our FOL organization we have many
people who volunteer for many behind-the-scenes activities that The Friends of the Library are engaged with and for
the ODCPL. It is for all of these people that we hosted a luncheon for all of the volunteers who serve the library on
April 26th.
The FOL held a Book, Plant, and Bake sale on April 2nd where we raised nearly $2,300. I want to thank the
citizens of Dale County for participating in this event. The Master Gardeners grew the plants that they sold for us at
this event. The Master Gardeners are also the group that takes care of the grounds that make up the front of the
library. We are grateful to the many people who baked the goods that we sold at our bake sale.
On June 7th we will hold our first community speaking event on Educational Classes for Seniors-Degree
Oriented. I want to thank our past president Liz Babine for lining up Ms. Susan Green, Assistant Director of
Financial Aid and Veterans Services, Troy University-Dothan. Ms. Green will give us tips for furthering our
education in our later years. It should be an informative session and one you do not want to miss. A light lunch will
be provided.
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
Noon—AA
4—Color Therapy
6—Juvenile Court
System

2

4
9-10—Computer Class

10:30—Story Time
4:30—Story Time

3
Noon—AA
2—Smart Phone
Class

10—Art Class—children

1—Pokémon

5

6
10—Book Work Day
Noon—AA
6—Dale Co. Geneal/
Historical Society

7
1200—FOL Program

8
10:30—FOL Board
Noon—AA
4—Color Therapy
5—Mental Health

9
10:30—Story Time
2—Writers Forum
4:30—Story Time

10
Noon—AA
2—Smart Phone
Class

11
9-10—Computer Class
12:45—Pop/Movie
1—Pokémon

12

13

14

15
9—Library Board
Noon—AA
4—Color Therapy
5—Sexually Transmitted Diseases

16
2—Summer Reading
Program

17
Noon—AA
2—Smart Phone
Class

18
9-10—Computer Class

22
Noon—AA
4—Color Therapy

23
2—Summer Reading
Program
2—Writers Forum
6—Master Gardeners

24
Noon—AA
2—Smart Phone
Class

25

29
Noon—AA
4—Color Therapy

30
2—Summer Reading
Program

10—Book Work Day
Noon—AA

19

20

Father’s Day

10—Book Work Day
Noon—AA

26

27
10—Book Work Day
Noon—AA

Flag Day

21

Summer Begins

28

10—Art Class—children

1—Pokémon

9-10—Computer Class
12:45—Pop/Movie
1—Pokémon

